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lands and to prescribe by appropriate 
tribal action the conditions under 
which their lands may be used. 

§ 167.2 General regulations. 

Part 166 of this subchapter authorizes 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to 
regulate the grazing of livestock on In-
dian lands under conditions set forth 
therein. In accordance with this au-
thority and that of the Navajo Tribal 
Council, the Central Grazing Com-
mittee and the District Grazing Com-
mittees, the grazing of livestock on the 
Navajo Reservation shall be governed 
by the regulations in this part. 

§ 167.3 Objectives. 

It is the purpose of the regulations in 
this part to aid the Navajo Indians in 
achievement of the following objec-
tives: 

(a) The preservation of the forage, 
the land, and the water resources on 
the Navajo Reservation, and the build-
ing up of those resources where they 
have deteriorated. 

(b) The protection of the interests of 
the Navajo Indians from the encroach-
ment of unduly aggressive and anti-so-
cial individuals who may or may not be 
members of the Navajo Tribe. 

(c) The adjustment of livestock num-
bers to the carrying capacity of the 
range in such a manner that the live-
stock economy of the Navajo Tribe will 
be preserved. 

(d) To secure increasing responsi-
bility and participation of the Navajo 
people, including tribal participation 
in all basic policy decisions, in the 
sound management of one of the 
Tribe’s greatest assets, its grazing 
lands, and to foster a better relation-
ship and a clearer understanding be-
tween the Navajo people and the Fed-
eral Government in carrying out the 
grazing regulations. 

(e) The improvement of livestock 
through proper breeding practices and 
the maintenance of a sound culling pol-
icy. Buck and bull pastures may be es-
tablished and maintained either on or 
off the reservation through District 
Grazing Committee and Central Graz-
ing Committee action. 

§ 167.4 Regulations; scope; exceptions. 
The grazing regulations in this part 

apply to all lands within the bound-
aries of the Navajo Reservation held in 
trust by the United States for the Nav-
ajo Tribe and all the trust lands here-
after added to the Navajo Reservation. 
The regulations in this part do not 
apply to any of the area described in 
the Executive order of December 16, 
1882, to individually owned allotted 
lands within the Navajo Reservation 
nor to tribal purchases, allotted or pri-
vately owned Navajo Indian lands out-
side the exterior boundaries of the Nav-
ajo Reservation. 

[34 FR 14599, Sept. 19, 1969. Redesignated at 
47 FR 13327, Mar. 30, 1982] 

§ 167.5 Land management districts. 
The Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

has established and will retain the 
present land management districts 
within the Navajo Indian Reservation, 
based on the social and economic re-
quirements of the Navajo Indians and 
the necessity of rehabilitating the 
grazing lands. District boundary 
changes may be made when deemed 
necessary and advisable by the District 
Grazing Committees, Central Grazing 
Committee and Tribal Council, with 
approval by the Superintendent, Area 
Director, and the Commissioner of In-
dian Affairs. 

§ 167.6 Carrying capacities. 
(a) The Commissioner of Indian Af-

fairs on June 26, 1943, promulgated the 
authorized carrying capacity for each 
land management district of the Nav-
ajo Reservation. 

(b) Recommended adjustments in 
carrying capacities shall be referred by 
the Superintendent to District Grazing 
Committee, Central Grazing Com-
mittee, and the Navajo Tribal Council 
for review and recommendations prior 
to presentation to the Area Director 
and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
for approval. 

(c) Upon the request of the District 
Grazing Committee, Central Grazing 
Committee and Navajo Tribal Council 
to the Superintendent; recommenda-
tions for future adjustments to the es-
tablished carrying capacities shall be 
made by Range Technicians based on 
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the best information available through 
annual utilization studies and range 
condition studies analyzed along with 
numbers of livestock and precipitation 
data. The recommendations of the 
Range Technicians shall be submitted 
to the Superintendent, the Area Direc-
tor and the Commissioner of Indian Af-
fairs. 

(d) Carrying capacities shall be stat-
ed in terms of sheep units yearlong, in 
the ratio of horses, mules, and burros 1 
to 5; cattle 1 to 4; goats 1 to 1. The lat-
ter figure in each case denotes sheep 
units. Sheep, goats, cattle, horses, 
mules, and burros one year of age or 
older shall be counted against the car-
rying capacity. 

§ 167.7 Records. 
The District Grazing Committee, the 

Superintendent, and his authorized 
representatives shall keep accurate 
records of all grazing permits and own-
ership of all livestock. Master files 
shall be maintained by the Super-
intendent or his authorized representa-
tives. 

(a) The District Grazing Committee 
shall be responsibile for and assist in 
organizing the sheep and goat dipping 
and horse and cattle branding program 
and obtaining the annual live- stock 
count. 

(b) In order to obtain true records of 
ownership the permittee shall person-
ally appear at the dipping vat or tal-
lying point designated by the Grazing 
Committee with his or her sheep and 
goats and at branding and tallying 
points for cattle and horses. Should the 
permittee be unable to appear person-
ally he or she shall designate a rep-
resentative to act for and in his or her 
behalf. The sheep and goats will be 
dipped and the cattle and horses will be 
branded and recorded in the name of 
the permittee. 

(c) The Superintendent shall prepare 
and keep current a register containing 
the names of all permittees using the 
range, the number of each class of 
stock by age classes grazed annually 
and the periods during which grazing 
shall be permitted in each part thereof. 
An annual stock census will be taken 
to insure that the carrying capacity is 
not exceeded. All classes of livestock 
twelve months of age or over will be 

counted against range use and per-
mitted number, except that yearling 
colts will not be counted against per-
mitted numbers on all permits with 
less than six horses. (Cross Reference 
§ 167.9.) 

§ 167.8 Grazing rights. 
(a) The Superintendent shall deter-

mine grazing rights of bona fide live- 
stock owners based on recommenda-
tions of District Grazing Committees. 
Grazing rights shall be recognized for 
those permittees having ownership 
records as established in accordance 
with § 167.7 or who have acquired graz-
ing rights by marriage, inheritance, 
purchase or division of permits. When-
ever the permitted number of sheep 
units within a district is less than the 
carrying capacity, new permits to the 
carrying capacity limit may be granted 
as provided in § 167.9. 

(b) All enrolled members of the Nav-
ajo Tribe over 18 years of age are eligi-
ble to acquire and hold grazing per-
mits. Minors under 18 years of age can 
get possession of grazing permits only 
through inheritance or gift, and in 
each case Trustees must be appointed 
by the Tribal Courts to manage the 
permits and livestock of such minors 
until they become 18 years of age and 
can hold grazing permits in their own 
right. 

(c) No person can hold a grazing per-
mit in more than one district on the 
Navajo Reservation. 

(d) Determination of rights to graz-
ing permits involved in cases of di-
vorce, separation, threatened family 
disruption, and permits of deceased 
permittees shall be the responsibility 
of the Navajo Court of Indian Offenses 
under existing laws, rules, and regula-
tions. 

§ 167.9 Grazing permits. 
(a) All livestock grazed on the Navajo 

Reservation must be covered by an au-
thorized grazing permit issued by the 
Superintendent based upon the rec-
ommendations of the District Grazing 
Committee. All such grazing permits 
will be automatically renewed annu-
ally until terminated. District Grazing 
Committees shall act on all grazing 
permit changes resulting from negotia-
bility within their respective Districts. 
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